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T HE M ALARIA C OMBAT T EAM

O

UTSTANDING FACULTY. Gifted
students. An educational environment
that inspires success. That’s The City University
of New York. CUNY’s signature initiative, the
$1 billion Decade of Science (2005–2015),
creates a vibrant pipeline into science, math,
technology and engineering. It
advances science at the highest
levels. It trains
students to teach
in these fields. It
reaches out to
women and
m i n o r i t i e s,
encouraging
all students to enter
disciplines that are
critical to America’s competItiveness. Ridding
the world of malaria and reducing malnutrition
in impoverished countries—these are just some
of the areas where CUNY College Teams
harness the power of faculty and student
research to push the boundaries of knowledge
and discovery.

M

alaria strikes 350-500 million people every year, killing more
than 1 million worldwide. Malarial parasites now resist the
standard drug, chloroquine. Dr. Sanchez-Delgado and doctoral
student Chandima Rajapakse insert the metal ruthenium into
chloroquine to make it invisible—and therefore lethal—to the
parasites. This modified drug also promises to fight cancer. Lab tests
are starting in both areas.

Brooklyn College
Roberto Sanchez-Delgado
Associate Professor of Chemistry
Guggenheim Fellow 1998
NIH-SCORE Grant recipient

+

Chandima Rajapakse
Ph.D. in Chemistry, 2009
Presenter, American Chemical Society, 2007
Three departmental awards for excellence

T HE C ORN /M AIZE G ENOME T EAM

S

ome 250 million children worldwide suffer malnutrition, disease or death because they don’t
get enough Vitamin A. To help them, Dr. Wurtzel conducts research into the chemistry of
different corn varieties that she grows on campus. Ratnakar Vallabhaneni traveled from India to
study with her. He examines the genomes of corn and other cereals, seeking genes that will raise
Vitamin A production.

Lehman College
Eleanore Wurtzel
Professor of Molecular Biology
Chair of CUNY Plant Sciences
Ph.D. subprogram
Fellow, American Association for
the Advancement of Science
Over $7 million in research grants

+

Ratnakar Vallabhaneni
Ph.D in Biology/Plant Sciences, 2008
Best presentation, Plant Metabolic
Engineering, Gordon-Kenan
Graduate Research Seminar

Matthew Goldstein
CHANCELLOR

Outstanding faculty.
Gifted students.
CUNY is their
classroom.
CUNY is your
University.
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November is CUNY Month. Visit CUNY Colleges. Events calendar at www.cuny.edu/cunymonth.

